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Welcome to the Rare & Recent 
Books Christmas Catalogue 2020. We 

have included a wide selection of 
new books as well as a few old 

favourites. 
  

We also have many thousands of 
titles in a wide range of subjects 

available at our shop in Cong. 
 

We would like to thank you for your 
custom during 2020 and look 

forward to welcoming you to the 
book shop in 2021. 

Wishing you a 
Very Merry 

Christmas and 
a Happy New 

Year. 
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Not sure which book to 
give? Give a Rare & Recent 
Books Gift card. Available 

as eCards online or Gift 
Cards from our shop in 

Cong.  

2020 Offer 
 

Spend €20—Save 20% 
 

Spend €20 on books at our shop 
in Cong or online in December 

2020 and we will give you a 
personal voucher to get 20% off 

your next purchase* 

Save 20% 
 
 

* Vouchers valid until 1/3/21. One offer only per 
customer. 
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The Ickabog 

J.K. Rowling 

9781510202252, Hardcover, Little Brown 

The Ickabog is coming… A mythical monster, a kingdom in peril, an 

adventure that will test two children’s bravery to the limit. Discov-

er a brilliantly original fairy tale about the power of hope and 

friendship to triumph against all odds, from one of the world’s best 

storytellers. 

€21.99 

Code Name Bananas 

David Walliams 

9780008305833, Hardcover, Harper Collins 

Go back in time for a whizz-bang epic adventure of action, laughter 

and secret plots – and the extraordinary friendship between a little 

boy and a huge gorilla that just might save the day...1940. Britain is 

at war with Nazi Germany. Eleven-year-old Eric spends his days at 

the place that makes him most happy: London Zoo. And there’s one 

animal in particular he loves: Gertrude the gorilla. With bombs fall-

ing all over London, Eric must rescue Gertrude. Together with his 

Uncle Sid, a keeper at the zoo, the three go on the run. But while 

hiding out at the seaside they uncover a top-secret Nazi plot... 

€16.50 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid - The Deep End 

Jeff Kinney 

9780241396643, Hardcover, Penguin 

In The Deep End , book 15 of the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series from 

#1 international bestselling author Jeff Kinney, Greg Heffley and 

his family hit the road for a cross-country camping trip, ready for 

the adventure of a lifetime. But things take an unexpected turn, and 

they find themselves stranded at a campsite that's not exactly a 

summertime paradise. When the skies open up and the water starts 

to rise, the Heffleys wonder if they can save their vacation - or if 

they're already in too deep. And don't miss Rowley ...    

€14.49 
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Here We Are: Notes for Living on Planet Earth  

Oliver Jeffers 

9780008354749, Soft cover, Harper Collins 

This book and CD edition of the exquisite and thought-provoking 

Here We Are comes with heartfelt, award-winning audio, read by 

the internationally best-selling creator himself, Oliver Jeffers! Well, 

hello. And welcome to this Planet. We call it Earth. Our world can 

be a bewildering place, especially if you've only just got here. Your 

head will be filled with questions, so let's explore what makes our 

planet and how we live on it. . Some things about our planet are 

pretty complicated, but things can be simple, too: you've just got to 

be kind. Here We Are is the utterly heartfelt new book from Oliver 

Jeffers. 

The Great Irish Farm Book 

McCullough, Darragh 

9780717188963, Hardcover, Gill Books 

Everything your child needs to know about Irish farms! From the 

farmer's day to the changing of the seasons, from animals and crops 

to machinery and technology, and from ancient times to the modern 

day, The Great Irish Farm Book will take you on a fascinating jour-

ney through life on an Irish farm. 

The Grinny Granny Donkey 

Smith, Craig 

9780702304279, Soft cover, Scholastic 

The Grinny Granny Donkey is the third book from Craig Smith 

and Katz Cowley, the creative team behind the Scottish Granny 

internet sensation, The Wonky Donkey! Meet the latest addition 

to the phenomenal donkey family and get ready to hee haw with 

laughter! 

€11.95 

€22.99 

€7.99 
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The Wonky Donkey 

Craig Smith 

9781407195575, Soft cover, Scholastic 

The book behind the viral internet sensation of a granny read-

ing this story to her grandchild, viewed over 3 million times. 

Based on the popular song, THE WONKY DONKEY has sold 

over one million copies worldwide. Who ever heard of a 

spunky hanky-panky cranky stinky-dinky lanky honky-tonky 

winky wonky donkey? This hilarious picture book will have 

children - and adults - braying with laughter! 

The Little Black Sheep of Connemara 

Shaw, Elizabeth 

9781788491792, Soft cover, The O'Brien Press 

This charming book tells the adventures of an outcast little black 

sheep: how he saved the whole flock in a snowstorm, put Polo the 

bossy sheepdog in his place - and gave the shepherd a great idea! A 

story about being different, and being a hero.  

The Puffin Keeper 

Morpurgo, Michael 

9780241454480, Hardcover, Puffin 

It was Benjamin Postlethwaite's job all his long life to make sure the 

light shone brightly high up in the lighthouse on Puffin Island. Not 

once in all his years as the lighthouse keeper had he ever let his 

light go out. But sometimes even the brightest light on a lighthouse 

cannot save a ship. 

€7.99 

€9.99 

€14.49 
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What We'll Build: Plans for Our Together Future  

Oliver Jeffers 

9780008382209, Hardcover, Harper Collins 

A spectacular new title from world-renowned artist Oliver Jeffers, 

creator of the million-copy selling, global phenomenon Here We 

Are! 

Is There Anybody Out There? 

O Briain, Dara 

9780702303944, Hardcover, Scholastic 

Science fiction meets science fact in this brand new book from the 

UK and Ireland's best-loved comedian, Dara O Briain. So - is there 

anybody out there? NO. Well, maybe. 

Pigin's Unexpected Adventure 

Kathleen Watkins 

9780717183791, Hardcover, Gill 

Join Pigín on an unexpected trip - all the way to London!Pigín is 

enjoying a wonderful summer party at the fairies' place behind 

Howth Castle when he holds one balloon too many, and up into the 

air he goes! 

€16.49 

€14.49 

€14.99 
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The Fowl Twins 

Eoin Colfer 

9780008324858, Soft cover, Harper Collins 

One week after their eleventh birthday, the Fowl twins--scientist 

Myles, and Beckett, the force of nature--are left in the care of house 

security (NANNI) for a single night. In that time they befriend a 

troll who has clawed his way through the earth's crust to the sur-

face. ... 

Deny All Charges 

Eoin Colfer 

9780008324872, Hardcover, Harper Collins 

The second book in the blockbusting new series from the bestselling 

author of Artemis Fowl. The second Fowl Twins adventure starts 

with a bang – literally. Artemis's little brothers Myles and Beckett 

borrow the Fowl jet without permission, and it ends up as a fireball 

over Florida. .. 

When We Were Very Young 

Milne, A. A. 

9780603572661, Soft cover, Dean & Son 

When We Were Very Young is a best-selling book of poetry by A. A. 

Milne. First published in 1924, it includes the original illustrations 

by E. H. Shepard. 

€9.99 

€14.49 

€4.99 
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The Sea Gull 

Claire O’Malley 

Soft cover, Erailc Publishing 

“The Seagull” is the enchanting tale of Nuala, a girl who 

changes places with a seagull for the day. The book is 

beautifully illustrated by Denis Finan  

Blitzen’s Best Christmas  

Claire O’Malley 

Soft cover, Erailc Publishing 

Every Christmas Santa brings gifts to children all over 

the world. Mrs Claus has asked for a special gift of 

some pure clear water from Lough Carra in the West 

of Ireland. Will Santa remember?  

Sam’s Baking Adventure  

Claire O’Malley 

Soft cover, Erailc Publishing 

When Mum is away, Dad and Sam get busy mak-

ing kites or painting yoghurt cartons. Today they 

are baking…a great idea, but maybe not so wise 

on the day of a big match.  

€10.00 

€10.00 

€10.00 
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My First Christmas 

DePaola, Tomie 

9780448448602, Hardcover, Grosset & Dunlap 

Board book. With simple text and cheerful watercolour paintings, 

Tomie DePaola introduces the traditional symbols of Christmas cel-

ebrations.  

The Snowman 

Briggs, Raymond 

9780394839738, Hardcover, Random House 

A wordless story. A modern Christmas classic. The pictures have 

"the hazy softness of air in snow. A little boy rushes out into the 

wintry day to build a snowman, which comes alive in his dreams 

that night. The experience is one that neither he nor young 'readers' 

will ever regret or forget. 

The Night Before Christmas 

Clement C. Moore 

9781534400856, Hardcover, Little Simon 

Moore's beloved Christmas poem "A Visit from St. Nicholas" re-

ceives new treatment from illustrator Caparo. The house is quiet 

and everyone sound asleep when the father of the family wakes to a 

commotion and runs to investigate......  

€4.99 

€7.99 

€7.99 
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Round About the Christmas Tree 

Various 

9781509866564, Hardcover, Macmillan Collector's Library 

A miscellany of festive stories. 

A Christmas Carol 

Charles Dickens 

9781840227819, Hardcover, Wordsworth Editions Ltd 

When Charles Dickens wrote A Christmas Carol in 1843 he fash-

ioned an enduring gift to the world, capturing the essence of the 

love, kindness and generosity of the Christmas season. It is a time-

less classic and the story's uplifting magic remains as potent today 

as when it was first published. 

Christmas Fireside Stories: A Collection of Heart -

Warming Christmas Short Stories from Six Bestselling 

Authors 

Dickinson, Margaret; Murray, Annie 

9781447276838, Soft cover, Pan Macmillan 

Christmas Fireside Stories is a delightful festive collection of short 

stories as well as extracts from your favourite saga novels.  

€10.99 

€8.99 

€4.99 
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An Irish Christmas 

Stephen Newman 

9781845882785, Soft cover, THP Ireland 

This book is a compendium of material, in English and Irish, on the 

festival of Christmas from the manuscripts of the National Folklore 

Collection recalling how Christmas was celebrated in the nineteenth 

and early twentieth century in all its regional diversity.  

Christmas Stories 

Various 

9781407172552, Hardcover, Scholastic 

A heartwarming collection of your favourite Christmas classics that 

are sure to get you into the festive spirit. Filled with tales of family, 

presents and all the joy that Christmas brings!  

€4.99 

€5.99 
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Home Stretch 

Graham Norton 

9781473665187, Hardcover, Coronet 

'Graham Norton's new novel has me in floods... His gift for charac-

terisation is positively Binchy-esque! Such nuance and warmth! It's 

GORGEOUS' MARIAN KEYES ' Graham Norton's powerful and 

timely novel of emigration and return demonstrates his keen under-

standing of the power of stigma and secrecy - with devastating re-

sults. 

€23.49 

Snow 

John Banville 

9780571362684, Soft cover, Faber & Faber 

Following the discovery of the body of a highly respected parish 

priest at Ballyglass House - the Co. Wexford family seat of the aris-

tocratic, secretive Osborne family - Detective Inspector St. John 

Strafford is called in from Dublin to investigate.  

€14.49 

The Sentinel 

Child, Lee 

9781787633629, Soft cover, Bantam Press 

The edge-of-your-seat, heart-in-mouth new Jack Reacher thriller for 

2020 - his 25th adventure. and then put it right, like only he can. *** 

'Jack Reacher is today's James Bond, a thriller hero we can't get 

enough of.' Ken Follett 'If you haven't read any Jack Reacher, you 

have a treat in store. 

€16.49 
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Love 

Roddy Doyle 

9781787332270, Hardcover, Jonathan Cape 

 

One summer's evening, two men meet up in a Dublin restau-

rant.Old friends, now married and with grown-up children, their 

lives have taken seemingly similar paths. But Joe has a secret he has 

to tell Davy, and Davy, a grief he wants to keep from Joe. Both are 

not the men they used to be. 

€21.49 

On Midnight Beach 

Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick 

9780571355594, Soft cover, Faber & Faber 

 

Gripping, evocative and with a hugely engaging cast of characters, 

this is a stunning first young adult novel from a well -known Irish 

author/illustrator.  

“I kept clear of Dog Cullen. Till the summer we turned seventeen, 

the summer the dolphin came to Carrig Cove . . .Donegal, 1976. 

When a dolphin takes up residence in Carrig Cove, Emer and her 

best friend, Fee, feel like they have an instant connection with it. 

Then Dog Cullen and his sidekick, Kit, turn up, and the four friends 

begin to sneak out at midnight to go down to the beach, daring each 

other to swim closer and closer to the creature . . .”  
€9.99 

Strange Flowers 

Ryan, Donal 

9780857525222, Hardcover, Doubleday 

 

In 1973, twenty-year-old Moll Gladney takes a morning bus from 

her rural home and disappears. Bewildered and distraught, Paddy 

and Kit must confront an unbearable prospect: that they will never 

see their daughter again. Five years later, Moll returns…..  

Beautiful and devastating, this exploration of loss, alienation and 

the redemptive power of love reaffirms Donal Ryan as one of the 

most talented and empathetic writers at work today.  

Winner of the An Post Irish Novel of the Year 2020.  

€15.49 
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Strange Hotel 

McBride, Eimear 

9780571355143, Hardcover, Faber & Faber 

 

In the midpoint of her life, an unnamed woman visits a series of 

hotel rooms. They are in Avignon, Prague, Oslo, Auckland, Austin - 

but they could be anywhere: each resembles the last, as all hotel 

rooms resemble one another. And in each of these spaces, nothing 

happens; though something may have happened, or be about to 

happen. 

€15.99 

That Old Country Music 

Kevin Barry 

9781782116219, Hardcover, Canongate 

 

A new story collection - full of love, melancholy and magic - from 

the Goldsmiths Prize and IMPAC award-winning author of the 

Booker-longlisted Night Boat to Tangier 

€17.49 

The Glorious Guinness Girls  

Hourican, Emily 

9781529352870, Soft cover, Hachette Books Ireland 

 

From London to Ireland during the 1920s, here is a glorious, grip-

ping, and richly textured story that takes us to the heart of the re-

markable real-life story of the Guinness Girls 

€14.99 
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The Pull of the Stars 

Donoghue, Emma 

9781529046151, Hardcover, Picador 

 

Dublin, 1918. In a country doubly ravaged by war and disease, 

Nurse Julia Power works at an understaffed hospital in the city cen-

tre, where expectant mothers who have come down with an unfa-

miliar flu are quarantined together. Into Julia's regimented world 

step two outsiders: Doctor Kathleen Lynn, on the run from the po-

lice, and a young volunteer helper, Bridie Sweeney.  

Signed by the author.  

€24.99 

The Wild Laughter 

Caoilinn Hughes 

9781786077806, Hardcover, Oneworld 

 

It's 2008, and the Celtic Tiger has left devastation in its wake. Broth-

ers Hart and Cormac Black are waking up to a very different Ire-

land – one that widens the chasm between them and brings their 

beloved father to his knees. Facing a devastating choice that risks 

their livelihood, if not their lives, their biggest danger comes when 

there is nothing to lose. 

€17.85 

10 Minutes 38 Seconds in this Strange World   

Elif Shafak 

9780241979464, Soft cover, Penguin 

 

In the first minute following her death, Tequila Leila's conscious-

ness began to ebb, slowly and steadily, like a tide receding from the 

shore... For Leila, each minute after her death recalls a sensuous 

memory: spiced goat stew, sacrificed by her father to celebrate the 

birth of a yearned-for son; bubbling vats of lemon and sugar to wax 

women's legs while men are at prayer; the cardamom coffee she 

shares with a handsome student in the brothel where she works. 

Each fading memory brings back the friends she made in her bitter-

sweet life - friends who are now desperately trying to find her . . . 

€10.99 
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A Single Thread 

Tracy Chevalier 

9780008153847, Soft cover, Borough Press 

 

An immersive, moving story of a woman coming into her own at 

the dawn of the Second World War, from internationally bestselling 

author Tracy Chevalier 

€9.99 

Actress 

Enright, Anne 

9781787332072, Soft cover, Jonathan Cape 

 

Brilliantly capturing the glamour of post-war America and the 

shabbiness of 1970s Dublin, Actress is an intensely moving, disturb-

ing novel about mothers and daughters and the men in their lives. 

A scintillating examination of the corrosive nature of celebrity, it is 

also a sad and triumphant tale of freedom from bad love, and from 

the avid gaze of the crowd. 

€15.99 

Apeirogon 

McCann, Colum 

9781526607904, Hardcover, Bloomsbury Publishing 

 

In this epic novel – named for a shape with a countably infinite 

number of sides – Colum McCann crosses centuries and continents, 

stitching time, art, history, nature and politics into a tapestry of 

friendship, love, loss and belonging. Musical, muscular, delicate 

and soaring, Apeirogon is the novel for our times. 

Signed by the author.  

€29.99 
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As You Were 

Elaine Feeney 

9781787301641, Soft cover, Harvill Secker 

 

As You Were is about intimate histories, institutional failures, the 

kindness of strangers, and the darkly present past of modern Ire-

land. It is about women's stories and women's struggles. It is about 

seizing the moment to be free. Wildly funny, desperately tragic, in-

ventive and irrepressible, As You Were introduces a brilliant voice 

in Irish fiction with a book that is absolutely of our times.  

€16.99 

City of the Tribes 

Walter Macken 

9781848407633, Soft cover, New Island Books 

 

These stories, rich with the passion and drama which characterises 

all of Walter Macken's writing, were conceived by the author as a 

thematic collection, providing a stunning evocation of the life and 

people of Galway in the 1940s. They document a time and place, yet 

they also have a timeless appeal in their portrayal of the people of 

the city whom Macken knew and loved so well. Full of insight and 

humour, they do not romanticise the past; rather they celebrate the 

qualities of ordinary people in their struggles with poverty, with 

political conservatism and with the sea, ever-present elements in 

the life of the city of the tribes. 
€11.99 

The Bogman 

Walter Macken 

9781848407732, Soft cover, New Island Books 

 

Originally written in 1952, and soon banned in Ireland, New Is-

land’s Modern Irish Classics series brings this masterwork back to 

life. 

€11.99 
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Galway Stories: 2020 

Alan McMonagle; Lisa Frank 

9781907682735, Soft cover, Doire Press 

 

Galway Stories is an engaging contemporary collection of short fic-

tion set in the city and county of Galway by writers who live, or 

have lived, in Galway. It includes many of Ireland’s most acclaimed 

short-story writers, including Mike McCormack, Kevin Barry, Mary 

Costello and Julian Gough; local favourites, such as Geraldine Mills 

and Alan McMonagle; and up-and-comers, including Hugo Kelly 

and Aileen Armstrong. 

€14.99 

Girl 

O'Brien, Edna 

9780571341184, Soft cover, Faber & Faber 

 

Girl, Edna O’Brien’s hotly anticipated new novel, envisages the 

lives of the Boko Haram girls in a masterpiece of violence and ten-

derness. I was a girl once, but not anymore.So begins Girl, Edna 

O’Brien’s harrowing portrayal of the young women abducted by 

Boko Haram. .. 

€11.00 

Grown-ups 

Keyes, Marian 

9780718179755, Soft cover, Penguin Books 

 

Johnny Casey, his two brothers Ed and Liam, their beautiful, talent-

ed wives and all their kids spend a lot of time together - birthday 

parties, anniversary celebrations, weekends away. And they're a 

happy family. Johnny's wife, Jessie - who has the most money - in-

sists on it. Under the surface, though, conditions are murkier. While 

some people clash, other people like each other far too much....  

€14.99 
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Hamnet 

Maggie O'Farrell 

9781472223807, Soft cover, Tinder Press 

 

On a summer's day in 1596, a young girl in Stratford-upon-Avon 

takes to her bed with a fever. Her twin brother, Hamnet, searches 

everywhere for help. Why is nobody at home? 

€16.99 

Murder in Galway 

O'Connor, Carlene 

9781496724472, Soft cover, Kensington 

 

In the first instalment of bestselling author Carlene O'Connor's new 

Home to Ireland Mystery series, New York Tara Meehan's first trip 

to Galway, Ireland may be her last. Jump right into the beauty and 

splendor—and murder—of Tara’s Irish adventure! ...  

€8.99 

Thirteen Ways of Looking 

McCann, Colum 

9780812986587, Soft cover, Random House 

 

Told from a multitude of perspectives, in lyrical, hypnotic 

prose, Thirteen Ways of Looking is a ground-breaking novella of 

true resonance. Accompanied by three equally powerful stories set 

in Afghanistan, Galway and London, this is a tribute to humanity's 

search for meaning and grace, from a writer at the height of his 

form, capable of imagining immensities even in the smallest corners 

of our lives. 

€7.99 
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Quichotte 

Salman Rushdie 

9781787331914, Hardcover, Jonathan Cape 

 

Inspired by the classic Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes, 

Quichotte is the story of an ageing travelling salesman who falls in 

love with a TV star and sets off to drive across America on a quest 

to prove himself worthy of her hand. Quichotte’s tragicomic tale is 

one of a deranged time, and deals, along the way, with father–son 

relationships, sibling quarrels, racism, the opioid crisis, cyber -spies, 

and the end of the world. 

€9.99 

The Mammy 

O'Carroll, Brendan 

9781847173225, Soft cover, The O'Brien Press 

 

The Mammy is Agnes Browne—a widow struggling to raise seven 

children in a North Dublin neighborhood in the 1960s. Popular Irish 

comedian Brendan O'Carroll chronicles the comic misadventures of 

this large and lively family with raw humor and great affection.  

€4.99 

TransAtlantic 

McCann, Colum 

9780812981926, Soft cover, Random House 

 

The most mature work yet from an incomparable storyteller, Trans-

Atlantic is a profound meditation on identity and history in a wide 

world that grows somehow smaller and more wondrous with each 

passing year. 

€4.99 
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The River Capture 

Costello, Mary 

9781786898043, Soft cover, Canongate Books 

 

Guardian Shortlisted for Novel of the Year at the Irish Book 

Awards, the Dalkey Literary Awards and the Kerry Group Awards 

Luke O'Brien has left Dublin to live a quiet life on the bend of the 

River Sullane. Alone in his big house, he longs for a return to his 

family's heyday and turns to books for solace. One morning a 

young woman arrives at his door, presenting Luke and his family 

with an almost impossible dilemma. 

€10.50 

Conversations with Friends 

Rooney, Sally 

9780571333134, Soft cover, Faber & Faber 

 

Frances is twenty-one years old, cool-headed and observant. But 

when Frances and Nick get unexpectedly closer, the sharply witty 

and emotion-averse Frances is forced to honestly confront her own 

vulnerabilities for the first time. 

€10.99 

Normal People 

Rooney, Sally 

9780571334650, Soft cover, Faber & Faber 

 

This is an exquisite love story about how a person can change an-

other person's life - a simple yet profound realisation that unfolds 

beautifully over the course of the novel.  

€10.99 
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Joy of Food 

Rory O'Connell 

9780717189847, Hardcover, Gill 

 

This is the book Rory O'Connell was born to write. Not only a col-

lection of good things to eat, showcasing the best of Irish seasonal 

produce from Rustic Chicken, Swiss Chard and Tarragon Tart to 

Blackberry and Sweet Geranium Posset, The Joy of Food is also a 

celebration of everything Rory is passionate about: first -rate ingre-

dients, simple and respectful cooking techniques and the absolute 

pleasure that comes from enjoying and sharing the result.  

€24.99 

Clodagh's Kitchen Diaries: Delicious Recipes 

Throughout the Year 

McKenna, Clodagh 

9781906868864, Hardcover, Kyle Books 

 

Clodagh's Kitchen Diaries takes you through a cooking year month 

by month. Packed with advice on what to eat when and tips for pre-

serving the harvest, her inspirational recipes include dinner party 

menus for special occasions; monthly soup, salad, sandwich and 

vegetable specials from her restaurant; and cakes for all occasions. 

Think Red Velvet Cakes for Valentine s Day, Orange and Carda-

mom Pancakes for Mardi Gras, and Fish of the Month dishes.  

€11.99 

Clodagh's Suppers: Suppers to Celebrate the Seasons  

Clodagh McKenna 

9780857834966, Hardcover, Kyle Books 

 

Clodagh shows how you too can create stunning suppers using the 

very best seasonal produce, including the most efficient ways to 

prepare, what to serve and her handy tips for finishing your meal in 

style. 

€9.99 
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Modern Irish Food 

9780753730072, Hardcover, Bounty Books 

 

Modern Irish Food contains everything from hearty soups to tradi-

tional Irish dinners, all brought up-to-date and accompanied by 

beautiful photography. 

€7.99 

Irish Food and Folklore 

Connery, Clare 

9780753729212, Soft cover, Bounty 

 

Over 100 authentic Irish dishes will provide culinary inspiration for 

all, with recipes ranging from Dressed Crab and Steamed Mussels 

to Baked Irish Ham and Soda Bread. Detailed description of Irish 

heritage and myths, along with a glossary of traditional Irish 

phrases, are also included, making Irish Food & Folklore an inspira-

tion to all who have an interest in Ireland and its heritage.  

€9.99 

Veg: Easy & Delicious Meals for Everyone as seen on 

Channel 4's Meat-Free Meals 

Oliver, Jamie 

9780718187767, Hardcover, Michael Joseph 

 

The essential Jamie Oliver cookbook perfect for vegetarians, total 

foodies, or someone who just wants a bit more veg on their plate  

€24.99 
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Les Abats: Recipes Celebrating the Whole Beast  

Michel Roux Jr. 

9781409168959, Hardcover, Seven Dials 

 

With this book, the two-star Michelin chef hopes to change the way 

we think about offal and demonstrate that, with a little time and 

effort, it can be used to produce enticing and delicious food to im-

press friends and feed families. 

€9.99 

Donal's Meals in Minutes 

Skehan, Donal 

9781473674264, Hardcover, Hodder & Stoughton 

 

Donal's Meals in Minutes is all about real, honest, fast food made 

with simple ingredients and clever cooking methods that are the 

building blocks for delicious home-cooked suppers. 

€21.99 

Fresh: Simple, Delicious Recipes to Make You Feel En-

ergized! 

Skehan, Donal 

9781454923046, Hardcover, Sterling Epicure 

 

Simple, delicious, healthy recipes from Irish TV and Saturday 

Kitchen host Donal Skehan. 

€14.99 
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Old Ireland in Colour 

John Breslin; Sarah-Anne Buckley 

9781785373701, Hardcover, Merrion Press 

 

Old Ireland in Colour brings to life the rich history of Ireland and 

the Irish through the colour restoration of these stunning images of 

all walks of Irish life throughout the nineteenth and twentieth cen-

turies. 

€24.95 

How the Irish Won the American Revolution: The For-

gotten Heroes of America's War of Independence  

Tucker, Phillip Thomas 

9781510755673, Soft cover, Skyhorse 

 

When the Continental Congress decided to declare independence 

from the British empire in 1776, ten percent of the population of 

their fledgling country were from Ireland. By 1790, close to 500,000 

Irish citizens had immigrated to America. The important contribu-

tions of the Irish on military, political, and economic levels have 

been long overlooked and ignored by generations of historians. 

However, new evidence has revealed that Washington’s Continental 

Army consisted of a far larger percentage of Irish soldiers than pre-

viously thought. 
€15.99 

Irish Country Furniture and Furnishings 1700-2000 

Claudia Kinmonth 

9781782054054, Hardcover, Cork University Press 

 

This major illustrated study investigates farmhouse and cabin furni-

ture from all over the island of Ireland. It discusses the origins and 

evolution of useful objects, what materials were used and why, and 

how furniture made for small spaces, often with renewable ele-

ments, was innate and expected. Encompassing three centuries, it 

illuminates a way of life that has almost vanished. It contributes as 

much to our knowledge of Ireland’s cultural history as to its history 

of furniture. 

€38.99 
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Retreat From Revolution: The Dail Courts, 1920-24 

Kotsonouris, Mary 

9781788551250, Soft cover, Irish Academic Press 

 

June 2020 sees the 100th anniversary of the republican courts estab-

lished by a Dáil decree. New edition of the seminal history of the 

Dáil Courts by retired District Court Judge and leading legal histo-

rian. 

€18.99 

Shadow Warriors: The Irish Army Ranger Wing 

Paul O'Brien; Wayne Fitzgerald 

9781781177624, Soft cover, The Mercier Press Ltd 

 

In the spring of 1980, the Irish Department of Defence sanctioned 

the establishment of a new unit within the Irish Defence Forces and 

the Irish Army Ranger Wing (ARW) came into being. In the decades 

that followed, its soldiers have been deployed on active service at 

home and abroad, generally without the knowledge of the wider 

public. Shadow Warriors tells the story behind the creation of the 

ARW, from its origins in specialist counter-terrorism training in the 

late 1960s and the preparation of small unconventional units in the 

1970s to the formation of the ARW itself in 1980 and its subsequent 

history. 
€12.99 

Luck and the Irish: A Brief History of Change from 

1970 

R. F. Foster 

9780195179521, Hardcover, Oxford University Press 

 

From about 1970, Irish history moved into a fast-forward phase. 

Roy Foster's new book looks at the roots of the changes which came 

with an almost completely unexpected wave of prosperity 

€5.99 
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Irish Famines Before and After the Great Hunger  

Kinealy, Christine; Moran, Gerard 

9780578484983, Soft cover, Cork University Press 

 

The Great Hunger of 1845 to 1852 cast a long shadow over the sub-

sequent history of Ireland and its diaspora. Since 1995, there has 

been a renewed interest in studying this event which has added 

greatly to our understanding of this tragic event. The focus on the 

Great Hunger, however, has overshadowed other periods of famine 

and food shortages in Ireland and their impact on a society in which 

poverty, hunger, emigration and even excess mortality, were part of 

the life cycle and not unique to the 1840s.  

€24.99 
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Achill Painters - An Island History 

Mary J. Murphy 

9780956074935, Soft cover,   

 

The beautifully illustrated book explores the 

rich history of painters associated with Ach-

ill.  

€19.99 

County Mayo - A History of Imprisonment, Capital 

Punishment & Transportation. Part 1: Anatomy of a 

County Gaol 

Dr. Michael O'Connor 

9781916344006, Hardcover, Michael O'Connor 

 

In January 1918, the hanging tree on the Green in Castlebar, already 

stooped with age, finally succumbed to the burden of the history 

thrust upon it when it toppled in a storm. The following year, the 

last of the gaols of Mayo, ceased to be a formal prison within the 

British prison system. Beginning in the late sixteenth century, this 

study seeks to disentangle the facts from the folklore.  

€34.99 

George Macnemara of Cong. Folklore and Facts. 1722-

1760 

Brigid Clesham 

9781916366701, Hardcover, Mayo Historic Estates 

 

“George Macnemara of Cong. Folklore and Facts. 1722-1760” is a 

fascinating and very readable account  of the life of one of the most 

celebrated characters in the history of Cong. The work is the culmi-

nation of many years of research by local historian and archivist 

Brigid Clesham. 

€22.99 
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Pathway to Rebellion - Galway 1916 

William Henry 

9781781174036, Soft cover, Mercier Press 

 

Willie Henry traces the origins of the rebellion of 1916 in Co. Gal-

way back over a century. He argues that their rebellious past en-

couraged the Galway Volunteers to take a stand during the Rising, 

when many other parts of the country failed to do so.  

€7.99 

Lough Corrib: Its Shores and Islands 

Sir William Wilde 

9780954003418, Hardcover, Kevin Duffy 

 

A reprint of the classic text about the area around Lough Corrib in 

the West of Ireland by the father of Oscar Wilde. With a foreword 

by Dr Peter Harbison. Illustrated. Fold out map of the Corrib at the 

rear. 

€24.99 

Connemara & Mayo - A Walking Guide 

Paul Phelan 

9781848891029, Soft cover, The Collins Press 

 

Connemara and Mayo form an area known for its stunning scenery 

with high hills meeting white sandy beaches at the edge of the At-

lantic and this guidebook describes some of the region's best and 

most spectacular walks. Maps are included for each walk while 

photographs illustrate the routes. 

€14.99 
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The Lost Gaeltacht. The Land Commission Migration - 

Clonbur, County Galway to Allenstown, County Meath  

Martin O’Halloran 

9781916227507, Hardcover, 

 

In spring, 1940, twenty-four families boarded two buses in Clonbur 

to make new lives in a new Gaeltacht colony in Meath. Their cattle, 

sheep and all their worldly possessions travelled separately on thir-

teen lorries. This is their story. 

The book also gives a sense of the life in the big house and the dis-

mantling of a country estate. 

€28.99 

We have many hundreds of local 
interest titles available at our shop 

in Cong. 
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A Cocoon with a View 

Alice Taylor 

9781788492225, Soft cover, Brandon 

 

A book to bring solace and a smile to the cocooned and the isolated, 

their families and the wider community. A first hand account by 

acclaimed writer, Alice Taylor, as she adapts to a new way of life in 

the self - isolation of the cocoon, which reveals previously unob-

served wonders and the delights of the ordinary.  

€8.99 

Books from the Attic: Treasures from an Irish Child-

hood 

Alice Taylor 

9781788492140, Hardcover, Brandon 

 

Alice Taylor takes a look back at the well-used schoolbooks she 

used in her youth in the 1940s and 1950s. Flicking through the pag-

es of the books and recalling poetry and prose she learned at school, 

Alice reminisces about these texts, how she related to them and how 

they integrated with her life on the farm and in the village.  

€19.99 

Rory's Story: My Unexpected Journey: My Unexpected 

Journey to Self-Belief 

Rory O'Connor 

9780717189953, Soft cover, Gill Books 

 

The true story of the arduous journey of the funny man behind the 

social media phenomenon, Rory's Stories. Told with his trademark 

humour, this straight-talking memoir is a book for anyone who 

wants to be inspired by an ordinary man's mental health journey.  

€15.99 
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Running Book, The: A Journey Through Memory, 

Landscape and History 

John Connell 

9781529042351, Hardcover, Picador 

 

It is summer, the hay and silage have not yet been made on John 

Connell’s farm, so he has time to indulge his other great passion: 

running. John sets off on a marathon run of 42.2 kilometres through 

his native Longford, the scene of his award-winning book The Cow 

Book. 

€15.99 

Walking With Ghosts. A Memoir 

Gabriel Byrne 

9781529027433, Hardcover, Macmillan 

 

A highly anticipated memoir by Gabriel Byrne, award-winning ac-

tor. Walking with Ghosts is an exquisite portrait of an Irish child-

hood and a remarkable journey to Hollywood and Broadway suc-

cess. 

€17.99 

A Promised Land 

Barack Obama 

9780241491515, Hardcover, Viking 

 

In the stirring, highly anticipated first volume of his presidential 

memoirs, Barack Obama tells the story of his improbable odyssey 

from young man searching for his identity to leader of the free 

world, describing in strikingly personal detail both his political ed-

ucation and the landmark moments of the first term of his historic 

presidency-a time of dramatic transformation and turmoil. 

€34.99 
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A Light That Never Goes Out 

Keelin Shanley 

9780717189472, Hardcover, Gill Books 

 

When Keelin Shanley passed away aged 51, it was hard to grasp 

that someone so filled with life was gone. But a light so bright nev-

er really goes out, especially since in her last few months Keelin left 

behind this remarkable record of her life - a life cut short, but lived 

to the fullest. 

€19.95 
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Thirty Two Words for Field 

Manchan Magan 

9780717187973, Hardcover, Gill 

 

The Irish language has thirty-two words for field. Among them are: 

Geamhar – a field of corn-grass; Tuar – a field for cattle at night; 

Réidhleán – a field for games or dancing; Cathairín – a field with a 

fairy-dwelling in it. The richness of a language closely tied to the 

natural landscape offered our ancestors a more magical way of see-

ing the world. Before we cast old words aside, let us consider the 

sublime beauty and profound oddness of the ancient tongue that 

has been spoken on this island for almost 3,000 years.In Thirty-Two 

Words for Field, Manchán Magan meditates on these words – and 

the nuances of a way of life that is disappearing with them.  
€19.99 

Bray and Enniskerry Railway 

Liam Clare 

9781845885939, Soft cover, The History Press 

 

A history of one of the earliest railways in Ireland.  

€7.49 

Liffey Ships and Shipbuilding 

Pat Sweeney 

9781856356855, Soft cover, Mercier Press 

 

To the vast majority of people, when shipbuilding in Ireland is 

mentioned, they think only of Belfast, the Harland & Wolff ship-

yard and the tragic maiden voyage of the Titanic in 1912. However, 

there was a vibrant shipbuilding industry in Dublin for nearly two 

centuries and the story of the different shipyards, the ships they 

produced and the people who worked there is told here for the first 

time. 

€6.99 
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Early Aviation in Ireland 

9781902773292, Soft cover, Dreoilin Publications Ltd 

 

Ireland's unique aviation history was made by extraordinary men 

and women. This is the story of the early pioneers who first took to 

the skies of Ireland for the first time some of whom gave their lives 

during their daring flights in their early flying machines. This is a 

remarkable story that is vividly told with an eye for detail and ac-

curacy. 

€4.99 

Where to Watch Birds in Ireland 

Paul Milne; Clive D. Hutchinson 

9781408105214, Soft cover, Christopher Helm Publishers Ltd  

 

This edition covers the best birdwatching sites in Ireland. In a for-

mat familiar to readers of this popular series, each site is considered 

in terms of 'Habitat', Access' and 'Birds', allowing birders of all lev-

els to plan successful birding trips anywhere in Ireland, and to 

maximise the chances of getting the best out of each site and each 

region. The book includes up-to-date, detailed maps and attractive 

line drawings. This book has been extensively revised, with several 

new sites added for this edition, together with information on disa-

bled access for most sites. 

€7.99 

Irish Tweed: History, Tradition, Fashion 

Corrigan, Vawn 

9781788490214, Hardcover, The O'Brien Press 

 

Irish Tweed explores the history, the traditions, the patterns, the 

fashions and the legacy of Ireland's distinctive, natural woven fab-

ric. Arising from ancient woven traditions of brat (cloak), leine 

(tunic), linen and poplin, tweed has evolved and reinvented itself 

many times to weave its beautiful lasting way into our future fash-

ions and psyche. 

€12.99 
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Ciphers of Transcendence: Essays in Philosophy of Re-

ligion in Honour of Patrick Masterson 

O'Rourke, Fran 

9781788551175, Hardcover, Irish Academic Press 

 

The doyen of university presidents emeriti, Patrick (Paddy) Master-

son remains one of UCD's most admired scholars and leaders twen-

ty-five years after he was its President. A Festschrift is the crown-

ing accolade for an academic, and the present volume is testament 

to the high esteem in which Paddy Masterson is regarded by his 

peers. It is also a token of gratitude from his Alma Mater.  

€24.99 

Experiments on Reality: The Last Essays  

Robinson, Tim 

9780241987292, Soft cover, Penguin 

 

Long recognized as perhaps the greatest non-fiction writer at work 

in Ireland, for his vast, polymathic accounts of nature and culture 

in the Aran Islands and Connemara, Tim Robinson is also an essay-

ist of genius whose fascinations range across the globe. 

In Experiments on Reality, he shines the light of his intelligence on 

his own life, and on some of the most fascinating questions in sci-

ence and culture. 

€11.99 

That Place We Call Home 

John Creedon 

9780717189854, Hardcover, Gill 

 

John Creedon has always been fascinated by place names, from 

growing up in Cork City as a young boy to travelling around Ire-

land making his popular television show. In this brilliant new book, 

he peels back the layers of meaning of familiar place names to re-

veal stories about the land of Erin and the people who walked it 

before us. 

€19.99 
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Champagne Football: John Delaney and the Betrayal of 

Irish Football: The Inside Story 

Mark Tighe and Paul Rowan 

9781844884933, Soft cover, Penguin 

 

In Champagne Football, Tighe and Rowan dig deep into the story of 

Delaney's career and of the FAI's slide into ruin. They show how he 

surrounded himself with people whose personal loyalty he could 

count on, and a board that failed to notice that the association's fi-

nances were shot. They detail Delaney's skilful cultivation of opin-

ion-formers outside the FAI. Champagne Football is a gripping, 

sometimes darkly hilarious and often enraging piece of reporting by 

the award-winning journalists who finally pulled back the curtain 

on the FAI's mismanagement. 
€15.99 

The Three Kings 

Moynihan, Leo; Owen, Jonny 

9781787475694, Soft cover, Quercus 

 

Three of the greatest football clubs: Celtic, Liverpool and Manches-

ter United. Their three greatest managers: Jock Stein, Bill Shankly 

and Matt Busby. 

€10.99 

True Colours 

Geraghty, Barry 

9780717189885, Hardcover, Gill Books 

 

Barry Geraghty is one of the greatest jockeys of all time.In 2003 he 

became famous the world over when he won the English Grand Na-

tional aboard Monty's Pass. In 2009 he became the first jockey to 

win the 'big four' races at Cheltenham Festival and the Grand Na-

tional. 

€19.95 
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Flying Finn: A Tribute To Irish Motorbike 

Legend Martin Finnegan 

Davison, Stephen 

9780856408427, Hardcover, Blackstaff Press 

 

When Stephen Davison first met Martin Finnegan in 

2003, it marked the beginning of an enduring friend-

ship. Together, they produced some of the best action 

shots in the sport's history and created an extraordinary 

record of a road racing life that was tragically cut short 

when Martin was killed at the Tandragee 100 in May 

2008. Flying Finn captures the spirit and heart of a road 

racing hero. 

€7.99 

The GAA Immortals: 100 Gaelic Games Legends  

Scally, John 

9781785302121, Soft cover, Black & White Publishing 

 

The lore and legend of Gaelic Games has been shaped by great play-

ers. Since the Games began, special players have had a unique pow-

er to make the heart skip a beat. Now THE GAA IMMORTALS cele-

brates the achievements of 100 of the very best footballers, hurlers, 

managers, ladies footballers and camogie players from the start of 

the twentieth century to the present day. 

€5.99 

Ken Mcgrath: My Autobiography 

McGrath, Ken 

9781785300752, Soft cover, Black and White Publishing 

 

'You always knew you'd have a battle with Ken - he's a warrior. His 

book is a brilliant account of his hurling career and the incredible 

challenges he has faced since.' 

€5.99 



 49 

www.rareandrecent.com 

How to Think Like a Fish 

Jeremy Wade 

9781474604864, Soft cover, Weidenfeld 

 

Jeremy Wade has caught an unparalleled array of outsize and out-

landish fish from challenging locations all over the world - goliath 

tigerfish from the Congo, arapaima from the Amazon, 'giant devil 

catfish' from the Himalayan foothills. As his catches attract increas-

ing public attention, many people ask him how they can improve 

their own fishing results.This book is his reply. Sparse on the de-

tails of technique, it's about the simple, fundamental principles - a 

mindset for success. Part science, part art, and part elusive some-

thing else, this, he says, is within every angler's ability to develop.  

€12.99 

A Practical Guide to Modern Gamekeeping: Essential 

Information for Part-time and Professional Gamekeep-

ers 

J.C.Jeremy Hobson 

9781845284978, Soft cover, How To Books Ltd 

 

This book is a comprehensive gamekeeping manual for those enthu-

siastic amateurs who spend their spare time running a small DIY 

syndicate shoot, and for those who are professionally employed on 

a full-time basis 

€7.99 
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Pathogens Love a Patsy. Pandemic and other Poems 

Rita Ann Higgins 

9781912561902, Soft cover, Salmon 

 

In Pathogens Love A Patsy, Rita Ann Higgins bears witness to a 

moment in Irish life unlike any seen in a century: the Covid -19 cri-

sis. Many of these pandemic poems, broadcast on Brendan O'Con-

nor's RTÉ Radio 1 show, were composed weekly in direct response 

to the emerging crisis. 

€11.99 

Greetings to Our Friends in Brazil  

Durcan, Paul 

9781910701126, Soft cover, Harvill Secker 

 

Greetings to Our Friends in Brazil is Paul Durcan's most challeng-

ing and engaging collection yet, one that addresses itself through 

Ireland and the Irish diaspora to the whole world beyond.  

€6.99 

Yeats Now: Echoing into Life 

M. Hassett, Joseph 

9781843517788, Hardcover, The Lilliput Press Ltd 

 

W. B. Yeats believed that a poet's life should be an experiment in 

living. His poems fashion into memorable words the sometimes 

puzzling emotions that hover over important life events. Yeats's 

remarkable work can clarify our own thinking about similar situa-

tions. Joseph M. Hassett's Yeats Now: Echoing into Life extracts and 

distils the rich harvest of Yeats's experiment.  

€14.99 
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One for Everyone: More Poems I Love 

Kathleen Watkins 

9780717190232, Hardcover, Gill Books 

 

Kathleen Watkins returns to charm us all once again with a wonder-

ful selection of poetry. These are the verses that have comforted 

and consoled her over the past year, that she has reached for again 

and again. 

€14.99 

On Seamus Heaney 

Foster, Roy 

9780691174372, Hardcover, Princeton University Press 

 

The most important Irish poet of the postwar era, Seamus Heaney 

rose to prominence as his native Northern Ireland descended into 

sectarian violence. A national figure at a time when nationality was 

deeply contested, Heaney also won international acclaim, culminat-

ing in the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1995. In On Seamus Heaney, 

leading Irish historian and literary critic R. F. Foster gives an inci-

sive and eloquent account of the poet and his work against the 

background of a changing Ireland. 

€17.49 

THE SHOp: An Anthology of Poetry 

Wakeman, Hilary; Elfick, Hilary 

9781916099890, Soft cover, Liffey Press 

 

Poet John Wakeman told The Irish Times that he thought "it would 

be exciting to start a poetry magazine out of the wilds of West Cork 

in Ireland." Within a few years THE SHOp became one of Ireland's 

most highly-regarded poetry magazines, not only for its contents 

but for its looks. 

€19.95 
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We have many rare and collectible 
books for sale at our shop in Cong in-
cluding rare first editions, early edi-
tions by Irish authors including Joyce 
and Yeats and signed books. 
 
Our antiquarian section includes 
books on many subjects from the 
18th and 19th century. We have a 
large selection of books related to 
Irish history published from the 
1700’s to the early twentieth century. 
 
We also have sets of books by authors 
such as Dickens and Scott and Charles 
Lever as well as many multi volume 
reference works. 
 
We have a small selection of our rare 
and collectible books on our website 
but have many more in our shop in 
Cong. Please contact us if you would 
like more information. 
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About Rare & Recent Books 
Rare and Recent is a unique bookshop in the beautiful village of Cong in County Mayo. We stock a wide 
range of new, used, out of print and antiquarian books in a vast range of subjects. 

 

Our rare books consist of titles from the 17th century to the 20th century and include early editions of Irish 
classics and signed editions of contemporary authors. Our recent books include titles published in the last 
year as well as many out of print titles from recent years and a large local interest section. 
We also provide an ordering service for books that we do not have in stock and a Booksearch service for 
difficult to find books. 
We have been selling books from our shop in Cong for over ten years and also sell books online to our 
many loyal customers around the world. 
 
“Every town should have a bookshop like this one - located in the heart of Cong. Wide stock, well priced. 
Knowledgeable owner, not intimidating to browse. Loved it, and will return.” 
Mr C., Ireland 
“If they don't have it, they will find it and mail it to you. Excellent service at a reasonable price!” 
Mr K., Ireland 
The Best Little Bookshop in the West….. 
Mr J.,  Nevada, USA. 
 

Terms and Conditions 
The books in this catalogue are available to purchase through our website or at our shop in Cong. 
All books in this catalogue were in stock at the time of publication but are subject to availability. 
All prices are correct at the time of publication of this catalogue and are valid until 1/01/2021. 
Shipping in Ireland is just €6.50 for any amount of books. Details of shipping for destinations outside Ireland are available on 

our website. 
Contact us 
We can be contacted at the following: 
Email: info@rareandrecent.com 
Tel: 00353 85 168 0250 
Mail: Rare & Recent Books, Main Street, Cong, Co. Mayo, Republic of Ireland, F31 XF75. 

mailto:info@rareandrecent.com



